ey the advantages of having 8 road practicable slf the year -
round, while the canal may be locked up three or four
months in the year, be advantages.or. dis2dvantages?
these will be ieft for the officers and company, of the re.
‘spective works to.shew by their statements and their prac.
tical proofs. Suffice it to say that the faith of the State ig
pledged to an intelest inboth works, and so far as her faith
is, pledged,she should endeavor to redeem that pledge,provi.
ded all the parties to the contract dolikewise. But your com
mittee wi'l take leave to say that they regard the rail road ag
decidedly and unqualifiedly a Maryland work; while they do
pot regard the canal in this character. They are both State
works sofer as they give facilitics to the peepie of Mary-
land totransport their agricultural and heavy mineral tvealth
to a markets these benefits and advantages inure solely .to
the population and-wealth which lies within the inaccessi.
ble regions desigred to  be penetrated by these works;
andt  here  chiefly ends the benefits and character of
the canal as a State work. Its lower terminus is
without the state of Maryland, and the wealth and
population incident to the creation of an export
market are to be concentrated in a foreign land,
Mot so the rail road; it is emphatically .a state
work in all its aspects and bearings, and is destined to
lodge its wealth, its commerce, and its population, inthe
bosom of your commercial emperium. In’ the first case 2
‘portion of the people of Maryland, have adireet inter-
est in the success and prosperity of the work; in the
second case all the people have a direct interest in its
success and prosperity.” Whilst entertaining these
views, and expressing the opinion that the state ought ta
redeem its pledge to the canal, your.committee is deci
dedly of opinion, that the eanal company itsell should
be held by the state, particularly under existing ecir-
“eumstances to the strict” letter of its pledges. This un-
derstanding; your eommittee would respectlully suggest
should be strictly mutual, and'should on the part of the
state be rigorously adhered to. The canalis, or will be
unquestionably within the power of the 1egislature,and
swchen she is found to fzlter in the exeeution of her
pledges, the state will have the right, and should exer
cise it, to halt in hers.
~ Itis with great eoncern that “your committee has
* geen in the conduct of the great werks, a disposition to
regard each other, not as rival competitors, in 3 noble,
gonerous- and patriotic enterprise; but es enemies;
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